Girolate 2005

Dégustation en primeur

[image: image1.emf]« This experimental cuvee (it receives both its alcoholic and malolactic
fermentations in new oak) is a tribute to the Despagne family, who

push all the qualitative buttons in an attempt (successful) to produce

something of splendid quality from humble appellations. Along with

such Yves Vatelot-fashioned wines as Reignac and Balthus, the luxury

garagiste cuvee from the negociant firm of Dourthe, Essence de Dourthe, and several other

Despagne cuvees, this is the benchmark for what can be achieved by a generic Bordeaux. It is

equal to many classified growths. An amazing 100% Merlot, it possesses great intensity, a huge

nose of espresso roast, melted chocolate, black cherries, and berries, a deep, opulent, fullbodied

palate, and a stunningly rich, pure, symmetrical, long style. This compelling wine is the

result of great ingenuity, creativity, and dedication to one’s craft. It should drink well for at

least a decade. 91-93»Robert Parker
[image: image2.emf]
« Already complex mix of spice, mocha and cassis. Very inviting. Then
rich and soft with a carpet of deep pile tannins balanced by good

freshness. Not exactly elegant but a pleasure-giver. 17 »Jancis Robinson
[image: image3.emf]“Saturated dark ruby. Sexy nose combines cassis, black cherry,

smoked meat, truffle and roasted oak. Lush and soft on entry, then

wonderfully rich and plush in the middle, with compelling sweetness
to the black cherry, dark berry, espresso, meat and dark chocolate

flavors. A full-bodied wine of considerable richness. Finishes with

round tannins that are buried under a wave of fruit. The most impressive vintage yet of this

all-merlot wine that undergoes its alcoholic and malolactic fermentations in new barriques,

90-93.” Stephen Tanzer
[image: image4.emf]« Full-bodied, with ripe fruit and a toasted oak and chocolate aftertaste.

Very good for this appellation. »James Suckling
[image: image5.emf]« Girolate is a bid to rediscover the old techniques of making fine

Bordeaux, by achieving natural concentration in the vineyard. Every care

was taken in growing and handling the grapes. The result is an

exceptionnaly good wine. »Beverley Blanning MW
[image: image6.emf]« The best score I’ve ever given to this en primeur growth. Nice dark

color. Very intense nose, fruit and chocolate flavors coming from the

grape. The opulent mouthfill is doing wonders ! Savory, powerfull, balanced

and aromatic, this is the most appealing wine that I know of from this

property. Tanins are very smooth. Furthermore the vintage gives it a nice

refined touch. Hard to spit. 15.5 »Jean Marc Quarin
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